
 

June 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Universal Infant Free School Meal Scheme 

The Government have committed funding to ensure that all children in Reception, 

Year 1 and 2 receive a nutritionally balanced free school meal every day.  To achieve 

this, they have introduced the Universal Infant Free School Meal Scheme which 

means that each pupil in this age range is eligible for a complementary school lunch 

every day during term time. The Trust is supportive of this Scheme as nutritious 

food and a healthy eating culture in school has shown to result in healthier, happier 

children and also improved educational attainment.   

Working with our school food supplier, Chartwells, we have conducted research in 

all our schools to understand more fully what parents and children expect to see on 

the lunch-time menus as part of the Scheme. This will help us to improve the range 

of food available and make sure menu choices are the best they can be.   

We are fortunate to work with Chartwells as they pride themselves on serving 

nutritious, attractive, fresh food with menus that meet national School Food 

Standards as set out in the School Food Plan.  They are also experienced in providing 

meals for children who have medically diagnosed food allergies or intolerances. This 

means that all children can be safely included and can enjoy a school meal alongside 

their friends.  

The Trust believes that school lunchtime also provides a wonderful opportunity for 

children to sit down together. This helps to develop social skills and relationships, 

as they learn to wait their turn, share, practice good table manners and show respect 

for each other. Therefore, we are keen that all children take up this free entitlement. 

So from September 2021, the Scheme will provide either a hot meal or a packed 

lunch and will be compulsory for all Reception and Key Stage One pupils.  

We hope that you are as delighted as us to be able to provide this opportunity for 

your child. We will, of course, continue to communicate with you in the Autumn Term 

to seek feedback from you about much your child is enjoying both the food on offer 

and the lunchtime social experience. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Robert Bowater, Trust CEO 

 


