
 

Newsletter 
Monday 14th December 2020 

  
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we approach the end of the Autumn term and the end of 2020, we reflect upon what has been an 
eventful year for everybody. I would like to thank each and every child, their family and all of our staff 
for their ongoing cooperation, support and understanding through what has been the most 
challenging of times for us all. The children have been truly amazing in how they have attended school 
with such enthusiasm and have maintained a focus on their learning, even where they have been 
affected by bubble closures.  
 
After the Christmas break, the current arrangements for dropping off and collecting children will 
remain, as will access to the school site.  Thank you for supporting us with school risk assessments and 
wearing face coverings. Our risk assessment in school is reviewed on a regular basis to ensure the risks 
of transmitting COVID-19 are controlled.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION - COVID-19 During the Christmas Break 
 
During the first few days of the holiday, it is important that the school is kept informed of any 
positive cases of Covid-19 amongst pupils and staff. Until Wednesday 23 December, schools have 
been asked by the Department for Education to assist Track and Trace to identify and inform close 
contacts of any positive cases and advise where self-isolation is necessary. 
 
Please note: 

 If your child tests positive for the virus and had symptoms within 48 hours of being in 
school (Friday 18 December or Saturday 19 December) you MUST email 
enquiry@hobgreen.drbignitemat.org with your child’s name, class and the date symptoms 
began. 

 School telephones will NOT be monitored over the Christmas holiday so any voice 
messages left will be actioned only when school reopens in January 2021. 

 School email inboxes will be checked daily, up to and including Wednesday 23 December 
between 9am and 11am. Schools will take action following an email ensuring all close 
contacts are informed as soon as possible. 

 If you receive an email or telephone message to advise you that your child has been in 
close contact with somebody who has tested positive for Covid-19, you MUST ensure they 
self-isolate for 10 days. 

 If your child tests positive after Wednesday 23 December, you DO NOT need to inform 
school and you should follow standard Track and Trace procedures. 
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Statutory Assessment Information 
Please read the information shared by the Department for Education regarding End of Key Stage 
Assessments: 
'For primary assessments, key stage 1 tests in English reading and mathematics, and the English 
grammar, punctuation and spelling tests at key stage 1 and 2 will be removed for one year, in 
recognition of the challenges posed by the pandemic. For primary assessments, key stage 1 tests in 
English reading and mathematics, and the English grammar, punctuation and spelling tests at key 
stage 1 and 2 will be removed for one year, in recognition of the challenges posed by the pandemic.' 
 
Other statutory assessments are still scheduled to take place as planned. These include the Year 1 
Phonics Screening Check, the key stage 2 mathematics and English reading tests and key stage 1 and 
key stage 2 teacher assessments. 
 
Christmas Celebrations 
Unfortunately, we have been unable to celebrate Christmas in the ways that we are used to in school.  
However, the staff have worked hard to make the season as festive as possible for your children. Last 
week we celebrated Christmas Jumper Day. During this day, the children took part in making festive 
crafts which parents are invited to purchase in order to raise funds for our PTA. All funds raised by the 
PTA are invested back into the school and spent on the children. Children were also filmed performing 
‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ using Makaton. This will be shared with parents this week. 
 
The children will also be watching a virtual pantomime Covidella and the Masked Ball. The PTA 
purchased drinks and snacks for the children to enjoy which include crisps, cake bars and squash. 
 
Santa will also be coming to school on Tuesday afternoon. Unfortunately, Santa will be unable to visit 
the children in the classrooms but will be dropping off presents at the doors and waving at the children 
through the windows. We will them be holding a virtual assembly with Santa where he will give a 
message to all the children and wish them a Merry Christmas. 
 
Christmas Dinner will be served on Thursday 17th December. Children are invited to come to school 
wearing their Christmas jumpers or festive clothing on this day. 
 
Staffing Changes 
This week, we are sad to be bidding a fond farewell to two highly valued members of our leadership 
team. Mrs Balu, our SENCo and Assistant Headteacher, is leaving the school to work with her husband 
in his law business. Details of our new SENCo will be shared with you in the new year.  
 
Miss Wood, our Nursery teacher and Assistant Headteacher, is moving on to another position in a 
different authority, which is closer to home for her. Parents of children in Miss Wood’s class will be 
informed of staffing arrangements for the new term by the end of this week. 
 
We wish both Mrs Balu and Miss Wood all the very best of luck and thank them both for their years 
of hard work and commitment to the school. 
 
 



 

Maternity Leave 
Mrs Parker (Year 1) leaves us this week to begin her maternity leave.  We wish her all the best as she 
awaits the birth of her second child, due in January. We very much look forward to welcoming Mrs 
Parker back to school later in the year. Mrs Berridge, a supply teacher who has worked with Year 1 
during this term, will be joining us in January to cover Mrs Parker’s maternity leave.  
 
INSET Days 
Following advice from the Department for Education, school will be closed on Friday 18th December 
for staff INSET. Staff will be working from home on this day. 
 
Staff will return to school for INSET days on Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th January. School will be closed 
to pupils on both of these days.  
 
Pupils return to school on Wednesday 6th January 2021. 
 
Once again, thank you for your continued support. All of the staff at Hob Green wish you all a 
wonderful festive break, a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year. We look forward to 
welcoming all of our families back on Wednesday 6th January 2021. 
 
 

Yours sincerely,  
 
  
Mrs M Bostock   
Acting Headteacher 


